Attorney Work Product


Briefing:

Disclaimer: The Demonstration Support Committee does not encourage, entice, or conspire with those individuals who have on their own, decided that they want to commit acts of non-violent civil disobedience. The DSC provides support to individuals by advising them of their rights should they choose to commit c.d.

We would now like to ask any members of Law Enforcement, whether federal, state or local to now leave, as you are not welcome at this meeting. This portion of the meeting is not open to the public.
Preparation

· Affinity Group- Legal Support Person [let them know special needs (medications, call work, other responsibilities)]; need landline number unless it forwards to a cell phone

· Clear warrants, fines & parking tickets [a record check will be done upon arrest- if outstanding warrant- you may be transferred by US Marshals under lock up to that jurisdiction]

· ID [don’t need to carry id in dc, but will make getting out of jail much easier and needed for post & forfeit]

· Don’t carry anything incriminating – pocket knives, Leatherman tools, nail files, drugs, or any political literature that you do not want the Government to see. 
Rights Checklist (read through)
Arrest in DC

· Exercise right to remain silent- say “I am going to remain silent. I want to speak to an attorney.” 

· Don’t talk about the arrest situation to anyone

· Don’t lie about name

· Police are allowed to lie! Police can give bad information.
· Rights card (PD-47)- Do not waive rights or speak w/out an attorney

· Doesn’t matter which branch of police arrest you (Capitol Police, MPD, Park Police etc.)

· Facilities: Blue Plains if very large number of arrests or DC Superior Ct (handout for impt phone numbers)  

Post-arrest 

1) citation- usually for ppl w/in 25 miles of DC, who have ID and will appear at a     future court date-Without pre-arrangement, often difficult to achieve
2) post & forfeit- post $50-100 and forfeit right to trial [no court date], it may be 

     
possible to get a trial later if you change your mind by filling out a form-very unlikely in this scenario
3) held- booked, taken to court within 48 hours

· Release- personal recognizance, bail, bond, or detained (usually only if charged with a felony, or if there is property destruction or personal injury) Also, you may be detained if there are outstanding warrants, detainers, you are on probation or parole, or you have pending cases.
· Bail- unusual in DC, but still have a legal support person who can arrange to get you money if needed

Refusal to Give Name

· Booked as Jane/John Doe
· Harder to get out of jail
· Most useful as part of very large (500-1000 arrestees,)solidarity action (can get name by running prints)
High risk groups

· Non-citizens- possible consequences of arrest include deportation and prevention of obtaining citizenship or residence- you should consult with an immigration lawyer before contemplating getting arrested
· INS now a division of Dept of Homeland Security

· Don’t speak to any law enforcement personnel (ie Park Police)- if they ask about immigration status, say you want to speak to an attorney

· Minors- processed separately, usually only released into custody of an adult

· Disabled/Health Concerns- let affinity group know [ie diabetic] 

· Carry only the meds you will need for the next 36 hours, in original prescription container & note from doctor if possible

Demonstrations in DC

· Rule of 25- Don’t need a permit if less than 25 ppl as long as its not part of another demonstration

· Franklin Park & McPherson Square (500ppl)
· Need permit for Lafayette Square for over 25 ppl
· Masks- can wear a mask unless it is worn during commission of a crime or to avoid ID during unlawful activity; 

· Signs- restrictions in Lafayette Park & on White House sidewalks [specifics available]
· Capitol Grounds- Most conduct that is more disruptive than that of an ordinary tourist is generally prohibited such as
· Demonstrating within capitol buildings (including banner drops inside buildings) [10-503.16(b)(7)]
· Disorderly conduct w/ intent of disrupting Congress[10-503.16(b)(4)]
· Obstruction of roads [10-503.13]
· Obstruction or impeding passage through or within the US Capitol Grounds or any Capitol Buildings [10.503.16 (b)(5)]
· Climbing on things like statues, fountains or trees [10-503.15]
         -These are all misdemeanors carrying maximum fine of $500 and/or 6 months in jail> Most of the cases under this statute result in a permanent adult criminal conviction, and a fine of less than $200. It is unlikely that you will be sentenced to additional jail time, so long as no property is destroyed and no one is injured by your conduct. Remember that destruction of property valued at over $200 is a felony in the D of C.
· Metro Stations
· Free speech activities are permitted in the free-area "above-ground" portion of Metrorail stations. Free speech activities are not permitted in the paid or platform areas of stations or in the underground portion of any stations. Free speech activities may not interfere with the pedestrian traffic flow in the usual egress and ingress to the station property or to the fare gates

·  All free speech activities are to take place 15 feet away from any escalator, stairwell, fare gate, mezzanine gate, kiosk, or fare card machine.

· Customers are not permitted to carry signs or placards larger than 18" by 18" or affixed to a pole inside the Metrorail stations or cars.

· .  patrons may not post commercial signs, advertisements, circulars, or printed material on any part of a WMATA structure. Persons may not set up tables or other portable equipment, or solicit or collect funds on Metro property.

Common Charges in DC (elements in handout)

· Unlawful Assembly/Incommoding

· Destruction of Property

· Disorderly Conduct

· Trespass

· Obstructing Bridges Connecting DC and Virginia 

· Failure to Obey an Officer

· Possession of Implements of a Crime- can include PVC pipes & chicken wire- max penalty is 180 days in jail and $1000, unless you have prior felony convictions
· Resisting Arrest-typically not seen when someone gets dragged off by police after going limp
· Assault on an Officer- do not touch an officer. If you do, you may be facing a five year felony.
· Obstruction of Justice

Solidarity- importance
